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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claims 1-8 and 10-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In the base claims 1,15 and 17, the phrase "at least one of the group consisting of is 
confusing. What does group refer to and where is the support for this in the disclosure? 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(d) the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, or was the subject of an inventor's 
certificate, by the applicant or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date 
of the application for patent in this country on an application for patent or inventor's certificate filed 
more than twelve months before the filing of the application in the United States. 

Claims 1,14 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Graef et al (2003/0009141 A1). 

See Fig. 20 where absorbent layer 10 is surrounded by transition layer 20 and a 
buffer layer 74 as well as liquid pervious layer 22 and liquid impervious layer 24. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3-5,10-13,15,17-20,22,24 ,28-29 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Grafe et al.as applied supra, in view of JP 
2003334149. 

JP teaches a layered absorbent mat which includes a wetness indicator as set forth in 
the abstract and it is shown used with a toilet bowl. The claim 5 indicia is seen at 3 in 
Fig. 3. Claim 20 is met by the mere change in a larger area as time of use increases. 
Claim 24 is met by the indicia 3 here. To provide these perfecting features in the 
environment of the former would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan as same is 
shown used in an identical art device. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to the 
ordinary artisan to have provided the latter with the transition and buffer layers of the 
former in order to glean the properties thereof, as same are taught in an identical art 
device. 

Claims 6,23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Grafe et al and JP, as applied supra, in view of WO 2005/016085. 
To employ indicia in the nature of a foot, as shown at 50-56 in the latter, would have 
been obvious to the ordinary artisan as same is shown used in an identical art device. 

Claims 7-8 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Grafe et al and JP, as applied supra, in view of Sanders. 

Sanders teaches that foot prints of a luminous nature may be empolyed in a bath room 
environment. To employ this perfecting feature in the JP environment would have been 
obvious to the ordinary artisan as same is taught in a like environment. To provide for 
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the luminous material to be phosphorescent would have been obvious to the ordinary as 
same is a well known material in the art of which official notice is taken. 

Claims 2 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grafe et al and JP, as applied supra, in view of Jp 2004016301 . 
To employ the collar 3 of the latter in the environment of the former would have been 
obvious to the ordinary artisan as same is shown used in an identical art device. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Grafe et 
al and JP, as applied supra, in view of Olson et al. 

See the olfactory indicator in paragraph 78, three lines from the end. To employ this 
perfecting feature in the former would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan as 
same is taught in a pad of absorbent material. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Foote is cited to show a layered sheet used in a toilet environment, see Figs 1-3. 
Note that the date for Figs 8-10 does not preceed the filing date of the instant device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E. Phillips whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4893. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gre Huson, can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




CharlosE. Phillips 
Primary Examiner 



